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sure that all of us in Congress have a
seat at the Agriculture Committee. 1
believe that is a big part of why the
Agriculture Committee stands out for
its bipartisanship and its commonsense
approach in protecting food security
and promoting people in agriculture.

Mr. Speaker, see, based on who he is
and where he comes from, Chairman
PETERSON understands the incredible
contributions that rural Americans
have on our way of life. We do have the
best farmers and farm workers in the
world. Rural Americans supply most of
our food, our water, and our energy.
They are the reason for our food secu-
rity and our economic diversity. We
don’t have to pay that much for food.
Therefore, we can spend on other
things in our lives and create a diverse
economy.

Mr. Speaker, rural Americans under-
stand that every American’s obligation
is to give back to this country and
community that has given us so much.
Maybe that is why 30 percent of rural
America makes up 30 percent of our
Armed Forces. But what Chairman
PETERSON warns is that, even with all
that good work in rural America, they
feel underappreciated and they feel
overwhelmed.

Chairman PETERSON sees that first-
hand with the widening divide between
rural America and urban America, a di-
vide that has led to the depletion of
jobs, of small businesses, of people, and
even communities, which ultimately
leads to a growing sense of desperation.

Don’t get me wrong, people in agri-
culture are used to dealing with the
challenges. I call them the four Ms.
They deal with Mother Nature. They
deal with the markets. They deal with
the mandates. They deal with the mi-
gration and the lack of labor. But they
are always pivoting to get over those
hurdles. It is that risk-taking attitude
that allows them not just to survive,
but to succeed.

Mr. Speaker, nowadays, there are
other forces in play in rural America,
with large corporate firms squeezing
out the family-owned farms, with chain
stores pricing out mom-and-pop stores,
with the lack of rural broadband, and
the lack of healthcare options and the
shrinking number of rural hospitals.

It is no wonder why in many parts of
rural America there is a sense of des-
peration leading to a ridiculously high
rate of suicides and leaving a vacuum
that can be filled with a vilification of
certain races, certain places, and cer-
tain political parties.

Unfortunately, this has led not just
to that type of vilification, but also to
the lack of faith and how our Congress
and government can help them.

Mr. Speaker, it is time to do what
Chairman PETERSON has always said we
should do. It is time for us to do more
for those who aren’t from rural dis-
tricts to work on focusing and con-
necting with rural districts by showing
up, by shutting up, by listening up, and
for us to put up a strategy that is not
just about doling out billions of dollars
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to farmers, but actually partnering
with them so they have sustainable
business and a sustainable way of life.

Mr. Speaker, if we do that, we will
uphold what Chairman PETERSON has
always asked us to do, and that is to
work for the people and agriculture,
and we can do that and provide faith to
people in rural America and all of
America.

———

HONORING THE LIFE OF PASTOR
DAVID BAKER

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
Missouri (Mrs. HARTZLER) for 5 min-
utes.

Mrs. HARTZLER. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to remember and honor the life
of my friend, Pastor David Baker of
Belton, Missouri.

On November 29, Pastor Baker went
to be with the Lord—a loss for us, but
a gain for Heaven.

This last August marked his 39th
yvear as senior pastor of the First Bap-
tist Church of Belton, Missouri, and 37
yvears from his founding of Heartland
Christian Schools. Through these two
ministries, more than 6,000 people ac-
cepted Christ and over 2,000 people
were baptized; truly remarkable.

Mr. Speaker, Pastor David Baker had
a tremendous impact on countless lives
and was a leader in the community. He
was respected for his knowledge as a
Bible scholar, his kind heart, his love
for others, and his willingness to share
what God’s Word says about the issues
of the day. He was not afraid to take a
stand for what is right and good, which
is refreshing in today’s world.

Most of all, Pastor David Baker was
a wonderful husband and ministry
partner to his wife, Claire, and a loving
father to his three children—Brian,
Brett, and Brooke—and to his nine
grandchildren.

Mr. Speaker, Pastor Baker will be
deeply missed, but I know his legacy
will live on in the thousands of lives he
touched and influenced for eternity. I
am thankful for his friendship through
the years and I am grateful for the
positive impact he made on our com-
munity and this Nation.

HONORING THE LIFE OF RON DITZFELD

Mrs. HARTZLER. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to honor the life and legacy of
Mr. Ron Ditzfeld, a beloved business
leader, philanthropist, and a true pillar
in the Sedalia community.

Ron Ditzfeld was born and raised in
Sedalia, Missouri. His parents, Jon and
Bernice, founded Ditzfeld Transfer, In-
corporated, in 1960, with two straight
trucks. In 1968, Ron Ditzfeld and his
brother, Donnie, began working for the
family business. In 1996, Ron took over
as the President of Ditzfeld Transfer,
Inc. Today, Ditzfeld Transfer, Inc., has
more than 80 employees and provides
trucking services, bus transportation,
container services across the United
States, trash pickup services, and pro-
vides warehouse and distribution serv-
ices.
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Ron also served two years in the U.S.
Army at Fort Bragg in North Carolina.

Mr. Speaker, Ron was not only a bea-
con in the business community, he also
was very active in the community serv-
ing on the board of several organiza-
tions, such as the State Fair Commu-
nity College Foundation, CHS Coopera-
tive Workshop, and Sedalia Airport.

His civic involvement includes the
State Fair Foundation, the Economic
Development Sedalia-Pettis County,
Daum Museum of Contemporary Art at
State Fair Community College, Sacred
Heart Foundation, Child Safe of Cen-
tral Missouri, Sedalia Bomber baseball,
JROTC, and local/national disaster re-
lief efforts.

Ron was dedicated to his community
and he lent a hand whenever he could.
Ron was even known to drive the
Smith-Cotton High School JROTC and
Team SCREAM robotics team to na-
tional competitions through Ditzfeld
Transfer, Inc.’s charter services.

Ron will be dearly missed by his
friends, family, and community. Please
join me in honoring Ron Ditzfeld,
whose legacy will continue to impact
countless lives for many generations to
come.

HONORING THE LIFE OF HOPE LECCI

Mrs. HARTZLER. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to honor and remember the life
of Hope Lecci, a dedicated reporter at
the Sedalia Democrat, who passed
away just days from writing the news
articles about the passing of commu-
nity leader, Ron Ditzfeld.

Hope began her career, not as a jour-
nalist, but as a teacher of English and
history at Smithton School District,
where she influenced countless stu-
dents and future leaders, including our
current State representative, Brad
Pollitt.

Mr. Speaker, Hope was respected and
revered by all who knew her. She was
professional, kind, and loving to those
around her, dedicated to her family and
her faith. I enjoyed getting to know
her and interacting with her as a jour-
nalist. She was always fair and dedi-
cated to ensuring every quote was ac-
curate and the topic was thoroughly
covered. I am sorry she will no longer
be covering news in the area, but I
know she is rejoicing and receiving her
heavenly reward.

Mr. Speaker, may her example in-
spire all of us to be our best in our pro-
fessions and in our interactions with
others.

———

HONORING MAYOR GEORGE
CRETEKOS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Florida (Mr. CrRIST) for 5 minutes.

Mr. CRIST. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to commemorate the life’s work of a
very honorable civil servant who has
given so much to Pinellas County and
the City of Clearwater over his long,
accomplished, and selfless career.

George Cretekos has devoted his life
to public service, over 5 decades of un-
wavering commitment to his fellow
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Floridians, exemplified by deep com-
munity involvement, civility, and
practical commonsense decision-
making. George is a Republican and is
my dear friend.
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George got his start working for St.
Petersburg Congressman Bill Cramer.
Upon Mr. Cramer’s retirement, he
began an extraordinary 35-year run
with Representative Cramer’s suc-
cessor, Congressman Bill Young.
George served on his Washington, D.C.,
staff and was best known throughout
the county as Congressman Young’s
longtime district director.

In 2007, he made the jump to elected
office himself, joining the Clearwater
City Council. George served on the
council for 5 years before rising to the
mayor’s office in 2012. At city hall,
Mayor Cretekos governed Clearwater
with unfaltering professionalism, shep-
herding major initiatives such as the
$60-plus million Imagine Clearwater
downtown waterfront restoration
project. In addition to his mayoral
role, he served as the president of the
Barrier Islands Government Council
and the Pinellas County Mayors’ Coun-
cil.

Throughout his public career, he was
first to listen, quick to find com-
promise, and, foremost, committed to
the well-being of his constituents.

I have known George for many, many
years. He has always gone out of his
way to look out for ways in our com-
munity to help out, large and small. He
served on the OneBlood Tampa Bay
area board, donating over 60 gallons of
blood during his lifetime. He continues
to be a volunteer courier for the Na-
tional Bone Marrow Donor Program
and remains very involved with the
Holy Trinity Greek Orthodox Church
in Clearwater, Florida.

He was awarded numerous accolades
for his contributions, notably from the
Salvation Army as well as the Greater
Tampa Bay Area Council of the Boy
Scouts of America.

George was an elected official, but he
was never afraid to roll up his sleeves
and quietly do the hard work behind
the scenes. He has volunteered to build
homes for Habitat for Humanity. He
helped with the Clearwater Jazz Fes-
tival. He serves dinners for the needy.
He has worked 12-plus-hour shifts for
days on end as a Pinellas County poll
worker.

Mr. Speaker, please join me, once
again, in commemorating the career of
Mayor George Cretekos—my fellow
Greek, by the way—recognizing his
outstanding service and dedication to
our community.

He has served admirably, with humil-
ity. His leadership and character dis-
tinguish him as a gold standard for
public service. His good works will be
remembered for decades to come.

e —
AMERICAN INNOVATION IS IN THE
EXPRESS LANE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
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North Carolina (Ms. FoxX) for 5 min-
utes.

Ms. FOXX of North Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, American innovation is in the
express lane, and we have President
Trump and both the private and public
sectors to thank.

The progress that has been made to
date on viable vaccine candidates is as-
tonishing, and it is a promising sign for
the American people.

It is truly a testament to the grit and
resilience that resides within this
country, and we have come a long way
since the beginning of this year.

We are on the cusp of eradicating
COVID-19 once and for all, and the live-
lihoods of the American people will be
restored.

Mr. Speaker, never bet against Amer-
ican innovation. It has the power to
change the world.

PERSONAL BATTLE WITH COVID-19

Ms. FOXX of North Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, recently, my family faced a
test that was unlike any we had faced
before: fighting COVID-19.

My husband contracted the virus and
spent 4 days in Watauga Medical Cen-
ter, where he received excellent care
from doctors and nurses. I tested posi-
tive, was totally asymptomatic, but, of
course, was quarantined and under-
stand the frustration associated with
that. Thankfully, though, I was able to
continue my work without interrup-
tion, unlike so many others.

We have always been grateful for
those in healthcare, treating others at
their own risk, but we understand the
situation they are facing better than
ever.

We are even more grateful for the
men and women fighting on the front
lines to protect the American people.
They do so not out of self-interest but
rather through a solemn commitment
to protect the sanctity of human life.

We will be forever grateful for their
countless sacrifices and will continue
to pray for their safety and for God’s
grace to continue.

To those impeccable men and women
serving, from the bottom of my heart,
thank you.

————————

DON'T TREAT BIPARTISANSHIP
LIKE A FOUR-LETTER WORD

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Texas (Mr. HURD) for 56 minutes.

Mr. HURD of Texas. Mr. Speaker, our
Nation is full of opportunity.

How else could a young Black kid
from San Antonio, Texas, grow up to
come to Congress to represent a major-
ity Latino district and get 17 pieces of
legislation signed into law?

My mom always taught me: You are
either part of the problem or you are
part of the solution. So, I ran for Con-
gress, and over the past 6 years, I have
done everything I can to work with my
colleagues on both sides of the aisle to
get things done.

During my tenure, I have had some
legislative lows, like being two signa-
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tures short of a successful discharge
petition which would have led to a
DACA fix being put on the President’s
desk.

We should never stop fighting for
these folks who are part of our Amer-
ican family. People like John Lewis
taught us that this kind of work may
be long, and it may be hard, but it is
righteous.

At the same time, I have had some
legislative highs:

Being the lead Republican, with my
friend JOSE SERRANO, to get the Na-
tional Museum of the American Latino
Act unanimously passed out of this
House of Representatives—after 26
years, we finally did it.

Modernizing IT procurement laws so
that the government provides better
digital-facing services and establishing
a national strategy to ensure the U.S.
stays a leader in artificial intelligence
are going to pay off for years.

I came to Congress to make our Na-
tion safer. When I was first elected,
ISIS was our biggest national security
threat. As we look at the years ahead,
the nature of the threat is distinctly
different.

The next generation-defining battle,
which has already begun, is against the
Chinese Communist Party. China is
trying to supplant the United States as
the sole superpower in this world by
2049.

Every American should care about
this struggle because we face a poten-
tial future where Mandarin and the
yuan, not English and the dollar, domi-
nate the global economy. The winner of
this generation-defining struggle will
not just affect our economy but will
shape the rest of the century for the
entire world.

Within this context of great power
competition, I urge my colleagues to
confront this national security threat
with a simple principle that I learned
from my time in the CIA: Be nice with
nice guys and tough with tough guys.

Back home, I have learned another
simple principle: Show up. I was will-
ing to show up to places others weren’t,
listen to what folks had to say, and
work across the aisle to solve prob-
lems. We were able to find solutions to
some of the most difficult problems
plaguing our constituents by empow-
ering people, not the government.

I could not have done any of this
without my staff. From day one, my
team and I held the belief that no prob-
lem was too small and that no goal was
too big. This mentality is how we
ended up helping a high-schooler who
had an idea of preventing her friends
from distracted driving, and it is how
we spent a year working on a national
strategy for artificial intelligence.

Despite these legislative successes,
the thing I will remember most is help-
ing constituents whose names folks
don’t know battle the Federal bureauc-
racy. Making a difference in the lives
of those folks is something I will cher-
ish forever.

To all of my staff over the years, es-
pecially Nancy Pack, thank you for
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